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15 1 fSttJdiWWi'K Volhrihovia pyrrhoria sp. n, 
a. W— ffiSIIfflWiffi (lateral view of alitrunk and petiole) b. 3<'&iEW\M (full-face dorsal view of head). 
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A NEW SPECIES OF THE GENUS 

VOLLENHOVIAFROM CHINA 
(HYMENOPTERA: FORMICIDAE) 

Wu Jian Xiao Gangrou 

(Forest Rcscareh Institute, Chinese Academy of Forestry, Beijing.China) 



In this paper, a new species of the genus Vollenhovia from Hunan Provice of China is 
described. All the types are preserved in the Insect Collections, the Forest Research Insti- 
tute, the Chinese Academy of Forestry, Beijing, China. 



Vollenhovia pyrrhoria n. sp. 

Worker (Holotype): TL 2.8mm; HL 0.62mm; HW 0.54mm; CI 87; head length with 
mandibles 0.80mm; scape length 0.46mm; greatest diameter of eye 0.12mm; petiole length 
0.53mm. 
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Head rectangular, with the straight, parallel sides and the broadly concave occipital 
border; the occipital angles rounded; eyes rather large, in front of the middle of the head 
laterally; antennae 12- jointed; scape short and swollen distally, reaching about half the dis- 
tance between eyes and the occipital border of the head; antennal funiculus exceeding the 
length of the scape by the length of the terminal segment; antennal segment 2 as long as 
segments 3—5 togcther,segments 3—9 broader than long, the three terminal segments form- 
ing a distinct club; anterior border of the clypeus notched in the middle; mandibles with 6 
graduated teeth. Thorax flat, somewhat convex, broad in the pronotum; promesonotal 
suture obsolete; mesocpinotal suture distinct; epinotum bearing two very small teeth, often 
indistinct, but always marginated along the sides of the declivous surface. Petiole not 
pedunculate, with a subtriangular lamellate plate beneath; nodes high, the 1st node flat 
above, the 2nd node round above and a little broader than the 1st one, which is straight in 
front, Gaslcr long and narrow. Legs rather short; femora and tibiae swollen, tarsal claws 
simple. 

Mandibles very scattered punctured; head and thorax finely striated and punctured; 
finely and closely punctured on the 1st node of the petiole, and smooth the 2th one; gaster 
smooth and shining. Whole body, including legs and antennae, covered with a number of 
pale yellow, rather long, suberect or reclinate hairs. 

Color browni.sh red; clypeus, antennae and legs reddish yellow.. 

Variation: TL 2.6-3.0mm; CI 85-93. The head of smaller ants more subsquare. Some 
specimens having more yellowish in color, usually darker in the head and the end of the 
gaster. 

Female (Apterous); TL 3.5mm. Resembling the worker. Antennal scape only reaching 
the level of the top of the eye; ocelli present, large; epinotal teeth distinct. Color reddish 
brown; antennae, legs and gaster gaster yellowish. 

Holotype: 1$, Mangshan Forestry Centre, Yizhang County of Hunan Province, 18-^ 
\T— 1978. Paratype: \H$^ ^ ,data as holotype ; 10-? •?, Wugang County of Hunan Province, 
6-X-1978; 9$ $ , 1*, Nanyun Mt., Heshan Country of Hunan Province, 23-Vi-1980. 
All the specimens were collected by Mr. Yi Shieai. 

This species resembles V. satoi Santschi of Taiwan, but differs from it by the more 
smooth and shining body, the shape of the petiolar nodes, and the lighter color. 
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